
DISCOVER NATURE
Endicott’s three miles of trails 
 offer a great place to explore, 
and are home to  Endicott’s men’s 
and women’s cross country 
teams. The trails  offer a glimpse 
of New  England’s vast  geology. 
From large rocks scraped up 
from the  Laurentide Ice Sheet, to 
 human-caused forest successsion, 
Endicott’s Witch’s Lane provides a 
relaxing and  educational hike.

Endicott trails are a partnership between 
Physical Plant, Sustainable Endicott, 
the Department of Athletics, and the 
 Department of  Environmental Science.
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lacial Deposits
15,000-30,000 years ago, the Laurentide Ice S

heet headed south from
 

C
anada through N

ew
 E

ngland. The ice sheet scraped up the bedrock and 
deposited billions of stones throughout N

ew
 E

ngland.
From

 the m
id 1300s to about m

id 1800, N
ew

 E
ngland w

as in the Little Ice 
A

ge. The frozen soil caused stones to be unearthed w
hen the sum

m
er sun 

w
arm

ed the soil.

Colonial G
row

th 
C

olonial pioneers took advantage of the rich soils in N
ew

 E
ngland. B

y 
the m

id 1800s, farm
ers had cleared acres of land and upheaved the soil, 

 revealing the stones underneath. 
S

tones w
ere piled into w

alls to protect farm
land and to rem

ove the 
unw

antedstonefrom
thefields.W

iththeadventofm
echanizedfarm


 equipm

ent, m
asonry w

as added to m
any w

alls, especially those along 
roads and front yards.

Fun Facts

Laurentide Ice Sheet expansion

N
ew

 England Stone W
all

D
uring the Little Ice A

ge, tem
peratures w

ere 1-1.5 degrees C
elsius 

cooler than historical average. 

In 2015, global annual average tem
peratures w

ere 0.90 degrees 
C

elsius w
arm

er than the 20th century average.

http://w
w

w
.earthm

agazine.org/article/history-science-and-poetry-new
-englands-stone-w

alls
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Salem
 W

itch Trials
In January of 1692, R

everend S
am

uel P
arris’ daughter and niece 

 accused three w
om

en of being w
itches. Tituba, P

arris’ slave and one of 
the accused, confessed and the paranoia began.
W
om

enfrom
alloverS

uffolk,E
ssex,andM

iddlesexcountiesw
ere

accusedofw
itchcraftandputontrial.B

yM
ayof1693,allofthe

 accused w
ere pardoned, but the dam

age w
as already done. A

lm
ost 

200 w
om

en w
ere accused of w

itchcraft, 19 people w
ere hung, and a 

71-year old m
an w

as pressed to death by heavy stones.  

Endicott’s Escape Route 
D
uringtheparanoia,w

om
enw

erescaredfortheirlives.W
om

en
accusedofw

itchcraft,ifnotexecuted,riskeddeathintheprisons.
W
itch’sLane,w

hichrunsthroughtheE
ndicotttrailsandcam

pus,w
as

once used to help som
e of the  accused w

om
en escape from

  S
alem

. 

Fun Facts

Salem
 W

itch Trials

W
itch’s Lane today

The paranoia originated in S
alem

 V
illage and S

alem
 Tow

n, 
now

 D
anvers and S

alem
.   

E
ngland had ended their 300-year w

itch hunt only 10 years 
priortotheS

alem
W

itchTrials.

http://w
w

w
.sm

ithsonianm
ag.com

/history/a-brief-history-of-the-salem
-w

itch-trials-175162489/?no-ist
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etlands
W
etlandsareareasw

herew
ater,sedim

ents,anddetritusdrainintoa 
low

-lying outlet, creating a hom
e for a variety of organism

s. 
VernalP

oolsareseasonalw
etlandsfoundontheW

estC
oastandthe

 G
laciated N

ortheast. D
uring the sum

m
er and fall m

onths they are dry.  
In w

inter and spring, the w
ater accum

ulates, allow
ing for aquatic species  

to thrive. 

W
hy Does It M

atter? 
W
etlandsarehom

etoaw
iderangeofinsects,am

phibeans,birds,and
m
am

m
als.Insectsthateatm

osquitoes,likedragonflies,laytheireggsin
 w

etlands. Frogs and other am
phibeans also use the nutrient-rich w

aters to 
raise their young. 
W
etlandsprovideim

portantecosystem
services,suchasw

aterpurification
and nutrient cycles. These cycles help to ecosystem

s healthy. 

Fun Facts
B
ostonisprim

arilyaw
etlandthatw

asfilledinduringthe1700s.

W
etlandssequestorcarbonintheirplantsandcarbondioxideinthesoil.

Salt M
arshes are also w

etlands. 
They provide habitats and  
flood storage. Endicott has  

one by Patch B
each.

D
ragonfly N

ym
ph

Tw
elve Spotted Skim

m
er

http://w
w

w
.epa.gov/w

etlands/w
hy-are-w

etlands-im
portant
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Dam

age to Hem
locks

H
em

lockW
oolyA

delgid(H
W
A
)layeggsonthenative

E
asternH

em
locks.H

W
AaphidsattachtoH

em
locks,

deplete the tree’s  nutrients, and eventually kill the tree 
in 2-4 years.
W
ithinm

onthsofinfestation,aH
em

lockcanstartto
discolor and loose its needles. Infested H

em
locks 

are vulnerable to disease and infestations from
 other 

species. 

Life Cycle of HW
A 

H
W
Aareallfem

ales;theyreproduceasexually.A
sthe

eggs hatch in the late spring, the larvae  im
m

ediately 
attach to the hem

lock  needles and start to drain 
thenutrients.B

yM
archofthefollow

ingyear,each
nym

ph can lay 50-175 eggs, thereby w
orsening the 

 infestation. 

Fun Facts
There are no natural predators to 
H
W
Ainthisregion.

The Tooth-necked Fungus B
eetle has been 

introduced to com
bat the infestation.

Inside view
 of a H

W
A egg sac

H
em

lock after infestation

Eastern H
em

lock  
infested w

ith H
W

A

H
ealthy H

em
lock

https://polk.ces.ncsu.edu/?page_id=155208

A
m

erican C
hestnut

A
m

erican C
hestnut leaf

A
m

erican C
hestnut fruit

Am
erican Chestnut

E
ndicott is hom

e to a sm
all stand of A

m
erican C

hestnuts, 
a fast-grow

ing decay-resistant hardw
ood. The A

m
erican 

C
hestnut is an ideal tree for our ecosystem

 and in the 19
th 

century,  A
m

erican C
hestnuts m

ade up 40%
 of the E

astern 
hardw

ood forests.  C
arpenters value the w

ood for its light 
w

eight and longevity.

The Blight 
The fungus C

ryphonectria parasitica has infected m
ost 

native  A
m

erican C
hestnuts. The fungus w

as discovered 
inN

ew
Yorkin1904.W

ithin50years,closetofourbillion
A

m
erican C

hestnut trees died from
 the  C

hestnut blight. 
The fungus attacks the bark of the tree, creating cankers 
 throughout the tree. P

ostules m
ay appear and burst w

ith 
spores, spreading the fungus. 

Fun Facts
A

m
erican C

hestnuts produce a nut that is 
 edible to both people and w

ildlife.   

The w
ood w

as used for furniture, shingles, fences, 
and m

ore. 
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http://w
w

w
.forestry.gov.uk/chestnutblight     

http://w
w

w
.forestpathology.org/dis_chestnut.htm
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Fun Facts
Afireinthe1990sclearedpartofE

ndicott’s
forest and started the forest succession all 
over again.
W
enow

havesm
allbirchesandaspens

grow
ing in the sun rich upper forest.

G
ray B

irch leaf

Sassafras leaf

W
hite O

ak leaf

Striped M
aple leaf

Succession at Endicott

S
hrubs and 

other sm
all 

bushes start 
to grow

. 

S
un-loving 

trees, like 
A

spen and 
B

irches, grow
. 

S
hade  tolerant 

species 
(M
aples,etc.)

grow
 in the 

 underbrush. 

The faster-  grow
ing 

trees start to die 
and sturdier trees 
surpass and shade 
the sun-loving 
trees. S

pecies 
such as O

ak, E
lm

, 
and P

ine dom
inate 

the low
er sections 

of E
ndicott.

w
w

w
.dnr.state.m

n.us/biom
es/succession.htm
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ENDICOTT &
SURROUNDING 
TRAILS MAP
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For a PDF of the trail map, 
SCAN HERE.


